
TOEFL Independent writing task Sample 5 

“Your friend has decided to switch careers but isn’t sure which to choose. What advice would you 

give them?” 

Provide reasons and examples to support your response. 

Sample Answer:  

As children, we used to take advice and suggestions from our parents. However, as we grow up our vision 

gets changes, so as our lifestyles. When we grow up we develop different comfort zones and preferences 

and at some point, we find the advice and suggestion of our friends are better than what our parents said 

previously.  In childhood, we were taught that we can have only one job throughout life. But, we never 

get the answer what to do if the job appears unsuitable for me after some time. If my friend wants career 

switching advice I will suggest the following. 

First, when my friend asks for a suggestion for a job change, I will suggest her chalk out the reasons why 

she needs a change. It may be because of unsuitable workplace culture, or because of further study, or 

improper workplace ethics, or planning for own venture or improper pay. The reason can be any – until 

and unless I understand why she wants a career switch, I will not be able to suggest my friend anything. 

Money is indeed a factor to work and millions of employees around the world are not changing just 

because of their need for money and they sometimes are tolerating the unethical workplace culture 

without protesting. It is a considerable factor and it should be kept in mind – similarly, getting rewards is 

also important for more dedication of workers. For instance, when a worker does not get a reward and 

appreciation for the works, they may think of a switch. I first need to know what makes my friend switch 

the career and if any plan he/she has in hand. 

Next, he/she may have a few plans for the future – I will listen to all the plans carefully and I will suggest 

him/her to quit the job after considering everything. Getting a job that rightly fits my friend is not an easy 

thing and the decision of career switch must not be taken in a hurry. I will make my friend calm first for 

that – only then I can understand my friend’s situation, expectations, and level of commitment. 

To conclude, I will focus on the needs of my friend wants a career switch, but unsure of what to do. I 

would then suggest my friend to get a job where she feels comfortable and more committed. 


